
 
AP Calculus AB – Syllabus and Class Policies 

Potomac Falls High School  
2019 – 2020 School Year 

Instructor:  Nick Puszert 
Contact Info:  Nicholas.Puszert@lcps.org 

  

 
An electronic textbook for this course is available but is 
not the primary source for homework. Students are 
encouraged to use my website, Google Classroom, and 
also their AP account to assist with their studies. If you 
do not have internet access at home, please let me 
know.  
 

Course Description 

AP Calculus is a college level mathematics course with 
college and university expectations. Students enrolled 
in this course will be prepared to take the worldwide 
AP exam on Tuesday, May 5, 2020.   Success on this 
exam can result in earned college credits before 
leaving high school.  The course is designed for students 
who have a thorough knowledge of Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, and Pre-Calculus topics.  The 
course will be fast-paced and challenging, and students 
will be expected to work hard throughout the year. The 
course curriculum follows the curriculum outlined by the 
College Board for AP Calculus AB. The complete 
curriculum can be found on the College Board website: 
www.apcentral.collegeboard.com. 
 

Materials 

Binder or Folder 
Bounded Notebook – mainly for homework assignments 
Pencils and erasers – complete all work in pencil 
Graphing Calculator – calculator policy on website 
  

Resources and Study Buddies 

Since there is not time in class to go over all homework 
problems, students need to be active participants in 
reviewing their own work.  Students should also get 
together regularly with other Calculus students to help 
each other with assignments and study the material.  An 
effective way to learn is to speak the mathematics by 
teaching. Teaching another student the material will 
reinforce the topic in your own mind and give you a 
better understanding of Calculus. Additionally, students 
are expected to speak and write mathematics.  
 
Participation in class discussions, answer questions 
prompted by the teacher, and writing the appropriate 
working out is crucial to be successful in AP Calculus. 
Expectations 

Grading 
Your grade will be determined by a variety of 
assessments.  A student’s grades will consist of Unit 
Tests, Quizzes, Benchmarks/Quarterly Assessments, 
and/or Projects. Please reference my website for the 
grading policy. 
 
 
Homework 
To be successful in Calculus, you should be spending 
about 90 minutes working on Calculus for each class 
block.  Homework will not be graded.  It is your 
responsibility to properly complete homework 
assignments; even if you feel you do not need to 
because you understood the lesson. 
   
 
Incentives to Demonstrate Mastery 

The goal of any academic topic is to show improve-
ment in the learning process and one way to do this 
is to score higher on any Cumulative Quarterly 
Assessment and eventually work towards the AP 
Examination. 
 
 
Additional Help 

Working with me for additional help is available 
before school by appointment and during Math Lab 
(held during every CORE period).  Please see me to 
schedule a time as soon as you feel you need it.   
Homework must be attempted before arranging 
additional help. 
 
 
Calculus Lab 

Calculus Lab is offered on Wednesday mornings 
starting at 8:30am and will run until 9:00am in room 
143.  This is an opportunity to ask any questions you 
have regarding to material taught in class and is 
also a good time to meet up with other students to 
work and study together.   

http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com/


 As an instructor of AP Calculus, I have extremely high expectations of students taking this course. These 
expectations are filtered down from the National College Board Curriculum and are also expected not 
only in Loudoun County but nationwide.  There is also a certain level of independence and resourcefulness 
to be demonstrated by anyone taking AP Calculus. 
 

 Your work throughout this class must be neatly organized, legible and should primarily be your own.  But 
it is through maturity and respect that when you do not understand something then you must take on the 
responsibility to get together with a friend, ask a calculus teacher either via email or when present in 
school, or “Google” the topic.   

 
 Show respect for yourself and others – do not interrupt and be supportive of the efforts of your 

classmates and the instructor. 
 

 Abide by the PFHS Honor Code at all times.  If you are unsure if you are allowed to work with others on 
an assignment – ask your teacher! 

 
 It is an expectation that students treat this course as if they were in college; no matter what grade you 

are in when taking it.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARENTS:   

 Please review this syllabus, the calculator policy that is found on my website with your child and then sign 
the “Syllabus Understanding & Expectations Agreement” sheet. 
 

 To help keep you informed, I update my web page and Phoenix at least once every two weeks so both 
you and your child can keep track of any upcoming tests and/or due dates, homework assignments, and 
any other pertinent information.  

 
 A Unit Concept Plan will be given to your child at the beginning of every unit.  Please take a look at this 
as it will keep you informed on what to expect every class day. 

 
 Again, this is a course that has a curriculum designed by the College Board.  Your child may go through 
difficulties that they may have not experienced in their previous mathematics classes.  I strongly encourage 
your child to collaborate with other calculus students throughout the year, ask as many questions as they 
can, attend the weekly calculus lab, and consider one-on-one assistance if he/she is beginning to struggle. 

 
 This is a college level course and the expectations are that of a college environment.  

 
 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at Nicholas.Puszert@lcps.org. 

 

NOTE:  Much of the grading 

in Calculus is detail-based; 

you will lose points even for 

minor errors.  Language is 

also very important so you 

need to practice expressing 

your work verbally and 

being very careful with 

notation. 

 

Calculus is a very rigorous 

class.   I am here to help you 

succeed, but you have to put in 

the effort! 

 



To the Student:  I understand that … 

… Calculus is very challenging and rigorous course and I will need to work hard to succeed at it. 

… I will try to understand the material and not just try to get a good grade. 

…grading policies outlined may be subject to modifications as see fit by the teacher, school, and/or county. 

… when I put my name on an assignment, quiz, or test, I am indicating to Mr. Puszert that the work on that  
    assignment is my own and that I did not copy answers or work from someone else. 

… my work on assignments, quizzes and tests will be scrutinized and graded with the highest of standards.  Even    
    seemingly small infractions will result in deductions. 

… in class and when I am working in a group, I will respect the thoughts and opinions of each group member, even  
    the thoughts and opinions of those with whom I do not normally associate with. 

… if I am marked down on an assignment, I did something incorrectly and will not try to grovel for more points. 

… my attendance in class will have a dramatic and positive impact on my grade. 

… during class I will give Mr. Puszert and the class my undivided attention, and I promise not to be a distraction to  
    others or work on assignments from other classes. 

… Mr. Puszert will be polite to me, and I will in turn be polite to him and to my classmates.   

… I will put 100% effort into getting a 4 or a 5 on the AP Exam (Wednesday, May 5, 2020). After that, I will  
    need to work hard through end of the year. 
 
… other individuals in this class may not grasp material as quickly as I do, and I will respect their questions. 

… if I do not understand something, I will ask a question out loud to Mr. Puszert so that the entire class can hear.  I  
    might be helping my classmates answer a question they are afraid to ask. 

… if I continue to struggle with the material, I will let Mr. Puszert know immediately and will seek out his help  
    outside of normal classroom hours. 

…I will try my absolute best to participate in class discussions by taking chances which may include answering  
   questions prompted by Mr. Puszert; even if I’m unsure that my answer is correct or not. 
 
… Mr. Puszert knows a lot about mathematics, but he doesn’t know everything. 

Syllabus Understanding & Expectations Agreement 
By signing this document, you are indicating to me that you have read through, understand, and agree to the items 
written above and also in the course syllabus and class policies.  I expect this to be a challenging but a rewarding year 
and it is your teacher’s main priority for your child to succeed. 
 
Student’s Name (please print):          Class Period:    

Student’s Signature:        

Parent’s Name (please print):        

Parent’s Signature:        


